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In order to celebrate the quality and influence of our research in the field, discover a new 

compilation of high-impact articles published by the journal in recent years, bringing together the 

most cited research from 2019 and 2020. From articles discussing topics such as 

public perceptions of Police Officers, policing of the Coronavirus pandemic, and much more, this 

reading list showcases the high-quality of research published in Policing: A Journal of Policy and 
Practice. 

All articles are free to access until 31st August 2021. 

The Tree That Hides the Forest? Testing the Construct Validity of ViCLAS 

through an Empirical Study of Missing Data 

Julien Chopin, Marcelo F Aebi 

Policing: A Journal of Policy and Practice, Volume 13, Issue 1, March 2019, Pages 55–

65, https://doi.org/10.1093/police/pax062 

This article tries to identify the reasons that explain the lack of data for some of the variables 

included in the police databases that are used by crime analysts to establish links between 

offences in order to detect serial offenders. 

 

Crime Drop or Police Recording Flop? On the Relationship between the Decrease 

of Offline Crime and the Increase of Online and Hybrid Crimes 

Stefano Caneppele, Marcelo F Aebi 

Policing: A Journal of Policy and Practice, Volume 13, Issue 1, March 2019, Pages 66–

79, https://doi.org/10.1093/police/pax055 

This paper analyses the relationship between the drop in traditional crimes in Western 

highly industrialized societies and the evolution of cybercrime.  

 

The Impact of Health-Oriented Leadership on Police Officers’ 
Physical Health, Burnout, Depression and Well-Being 
Andreas Santa Maria, et al. 

Policing: A Journal of Policy and Practice, Volume 13, Issue 2, June 2019, Pages 186–

200, https://doi.org/10.1093/police/pay067 
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The present study examines the impact of health-oriented leadership (HoL) on health 

outcomes of police officers. HoL refers to leaders’ health-specific orientation toward 

followers and includes behavioural as well as motivational and cognitive aspects. 

 

A Turning Point, Securitization, and Policing in the Context of 
Covid-19: Building a New Social Contract Between State and Nation? 
Clifford Stott, et al. 

Policing: A Journal of Policy and Practice, Volume 14, Issue 3, September 2020, Pages 574–

578, https://doi.org/10.1093/police/paaa021 

Given the measures taken by governments to control disease often produce outcomes that 

can threaten the very basis of functional democracy. In this commentary, we provide a brief 

analysis of some of the security implications of Covid-19. 

 

Officer Appearance and Perceptions of Police: Accoutrements as 
Signals of Intent 
Rylan Simpson 

Policing: A Journal of Policy and Practice, Volume 14, Issue 1, March 2020, Pages 243–

257, https://doi.org/10.1093/police/pay015 

The present research experimentally evaluates the effects of vests, gloves, batons, 

sunglasses, and hats on perceptions of police officers as aggressive, approachable, friendly, 

respectful, and accountable. 

 

A Systematic Review of Police Recruit Training Programmes 
Jyoti Belur, et al. 

Policing: A Journal of Policy and Practice, Volume 14, Issue 1, March 2020, Pages 76–

90, https://doi.org/10.1093/police/paz022 

This systematic review is a synthesis of primary evidence on police academies, field training, 

and how police recruits learn. The purpose of the review is to learn from the evidence to 

inform the development of a graduate level training programme in England and Wales.  

 

Policing the Coronavirus Outbreak: Processes and Prospects for 
Collective Disorder 
Stephen Reicher, Clifford Stott 

Policing: A Journal of Policy and Practice, Volume 14, Issue 3, September 2020, Pages 569–

573, https://doi.org/10.1093/police/paaa014 

This briefing is divided into three parts. First, we outline the factors which lead to incidents 

of collective disorder (or riots). Secondly, we consider how the overall response to the 

coronavirus outbreak and the role of the police within this response will impact the 
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probability of such disorder. Thirdly, we apply these understandings to three specific 

scenarios of potential disorder. 

 

Policing Intimate Partner Violence: The ‘Golden Thread’ of 
Discretion 
Charlotte Barlow, Sandra Walklate 

Policing: A Journal of Policy and Practice, Volume 14, Issue 2, June 2020, Pages 404–

413, https://doi.org/10.1093/police/pay001 

This paper offers a critical appreciation of pro-arrest-positive policing policies towards 

intimate partner violence (IPV).  

 

Segmentation Analysis of Susceptibility to Cybercrime: Exploring 
Individual Differences in Information Security Awareness and 
Personality Factors 
Lee Hadlington, Sally Chivers 

Policing: A Journal of Policy and Practice, Volume 14, Issue 2, June 2020, Pages 479–

492, https://doi.org/10.1093/police/pay027 

The present article aimed to explore if susceptibility to cybercrime can be linked to 

information security awareness and personality factors. A total of 1,054 participants aged 

between 18 and 84 years took part in an online survey consisting of a recently developed 

segmentation analysis tool designed to explore an individual’s susceptibility to cybercrime.  

 

Understanding the Changing Patterns of Behaviour Leading to 
Increased Detentions by the Police under Section 136 of the Mental 
Health Act 1983 
Allyn Thomas, Rachel Forrester-Jones 

Policing: A Journal of Policy and Practice, Volume 13, Issue 2, June 2019, Pages 134–

146, https://doi.org/10.1093/police/pay011 

The number of detentions by the police under section 136 of the Mental Health Act has 

significantly increased over recent years. Over the same period, relative funding of mental 

health services has declined. In this study, the behaviours of people resulting in their 

detention are examined, as are the motivations of the officers detaining them. 
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