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Dear Sir or Madam, dear Colleagues,

| am delighted to present the second issue of eucrim 2025.

The issue is available free of charge at: https://eucrim.eu/issues/2025-02/

Please also visit our website at: https://eucrim.eu

You can easily navigate the various items in each issue using the sidebar of the PDF viewer
or by clicking the links on the contents page.

|. The Current Issue

Issue 2/2025 focuses on the EU’s external dimension in the areas of the protection of
financial interests (PIF) and justice and home affairs (JHA).

The guest editorial was written by Peter Csonka, Acting Director of Justice Policies at the
European Commission’s Directorate-General for Justice & Consumers and former eucrim
editorial board member (2016-2025). He outlines recent EU efforts to strengthen international
police and judicial cooperation and stresses the importance of this cooperation for Europe’s
security and, consequently, for our freedoms.

In the news section, we would like to draw your attention to the Spotlights. The Spotlights
capture important developments in the protection of the EU’s financial interests and the
Area of Freedom, Security and Justice, which we consider essential reading:
The European Court of Justice's judgment in BAJI Trans concerning the interpretation of
the principle of retroactive application of the more lenient criminal law (lex posterior mitius)
in the news section “European Union > Foundations > Fundamental Rights”, pp. 106-107;
The 2025 EU Justice Scoreboard, the European Commission’s annual comparative
assessment of the efficiency, quality, and independence of justice systems in the EU (—
“Foundations > Area of Freedom, Security and Justice”, pp. 108-109);
The operational start of the newly created Authority for Anti-Money Laundering and
Countering the Financing of Terrorism (AMLA) in summer (—pp. 129-130) — Note: eucrim
will regularly report on AMLA’s activities under a new heading in the “Institutions” section;
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The recent evaluation on Eurojust (“Institutions > Eurojust, pp. 130-131);

The 36th Annual Report on the protection of the European Union'’s financial Interests and
the fight against fraud — 2024 (— “Specific Areas of Crime > Protection of Financial
Interests”, p. 135);

The European Commission’s White Paper of 16 July 2025 launching the review of the EU’s
anti-fraud architecture (— “Protection of Financial Interests”, pp. 136-137);

The European Court of Auditor's review exploring weaknesses of the Recovery and
Resilience Facility (— “Protection of Financial Interests”, pp. 139-140);

Europol’s concept paper on “Policing in an Online World” and Europol’s 2025 Internet
Organised Crime Threat Assessment (— “Specific Areas of Crime > Cybercrime”, pp. 140-
142);

The Grand Chamber judgment of the European Court of Justice in “C.J."” regarding the
necessity of consent if a Member States wishes to enforce a custodial sentence imposed
by a Member State issuing an EAW (— “Cooperation > European Arrest Warrant”, p. 150);
In the news section on the Council of Europe: the third Additional Protocol to the 1959
Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters - the “Valletta Protocol” (— Council
of Europe > Cooperation > Judicial Cooperation”, p. 158).

The articles in this issue deal with various, seminal topics on the EU’s external dimension,
including new challenges for investigating EU external spending, the UN-EU Anti-Corruption
Dialogue, police and judicial cooperation between the EU and accession countries (with a
focus on Albania), and the bilateral dimension exemplified by the mutual enforcement of
financial penalty decisions between Germany and Switzerland for road traffic offences.

Learn more about the main thread behind the focal topic and the contents of the articles in
the fil rouge written by eucrim’s editorial board member Lorenzo Salazar at page 159.

lll. Your Contributions — Call for Papers

We invite you to contribute to any of the next issues of eucrim. Submissions for our upcoming
eucrim issues on “Judicial Cooperation” (3/25) and “Surveillance” (4/25) are possible by the
end of November 2025. For an overview and possible subtopics, cf.:
https://eucrim.eu/documents/57/eucrim_call_for_papers_update_November_25.pdf.

Please note that we are also happy to receive articles/contributions that go beyond the scope
of the focal theme. Our aim is to publish interesting contributions that provide information on
unique developments in your country, debate “hot issues”, comment on court decisions, report
on a conference/research project, etc. Submissions for articles are accepted in English,
French, and German. Feel free to contact us at:

info@eucrim.eu
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V. Evaluation

In order to improve eucrim, we need feedback from readers and users of the journal. Please
take 5-10 minutes to complete our evaluation form and share your thoughts on eucrim with
us. The form is available on the eucrim homepage (>Tools & Feedback >Evaluation) or directly
via this link: <https://survey.academiccloud.de/index.php/162758>. You can be guided
through the questions in German, English, or French (select your preferred language on the
initial page). The questions cover both eucrim as a journal and the online content on the
eucrim website. You have the option of rating specific aspects and leaving comments.

V. Practical Issues

We encourage all recipients of this issue to share eucrim with other members of the
Associations of European Lawyers via email, as well as with anyone else who might be
interested. The concept of eucrim is at its best when the publication is supported and used
by many legal scholars and practitioners from many European countries and institutions.

For further information on how to receive eucrim and stay up to date, please visit:

https://eucrim.eu/service/subscription/

Enjoy exploring the eucrim website and reading this new issue!

Thomas Wahl

Managing Editor of eucrim
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